§ h the T ndments.
An artist’s depiction of Moses with the Ten Comma

AD. 135, after the second Jewish revolt, Rome
banned Jews from returning to Jerusalem.

Their homeland was lost. Jews dispersed through-
out the Mediterranean, Europe, and eventually
the world.

What is remarkable is that they kept their identity
as a people. Without 2 homeland and scattered
throughout the world, they maintained their cul-

ture and religion even through periods of perse-
cution,

World War 11 saw the worst persecution of a],

More than 6 million Jews died in the Naz; geno-
cide.

In the aftermath of the war, the Jewish state of

Israel was establishe - Many Jews from through
out the world returned to the peyy state e
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The Law of Moses

¢ five books of the Bible are Gen
Leviticus, Numbers, and

y. They are known as the BOoks y
se according to Jewish traditioy
ir author. Jews call this pqy, of
meaning the “law” or “dircc_ ¢
urce of Jewish law.

he firs i
Exodus,
Deuteronom
Moses, becau
Moses Was the
Bible the Torah (
tion”). It 1s the so !
The most important part of the Tor.ah COntajp,
Ten Commandments. (Scc.thc list of the
th:nmandments on the Opposue.page.)
co ordi"g to the Biblc, Moses Cllmbed MOUm
SAifai, and God gave him the commandmep
carved in stone. The Te.n Commandments gy,
written in three places 1n the 'Ijo‘r_ah. One versig,
is in Exodus 20, and slightly different versiop,
are in Exodus 34 and Deuteronomy 5.

The commandments did not contain the punish.
ments for violating them. The punishments 3
found elsewhere in the Torah. But one com-
mandment suggested that many would suffer if
people did not follow the commandments:

I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children 1o
the third and fourth generation of those who
hate me, but showing steadfast love to those
who love me and keep my commandments.

The first four commandments dealt with reli
glous practice. God is the only God. No one
should worship idols or use profanity. No one
should work on the Sabbath. “Six days you shall
_labor and do all your work, but the seventh day
1s a sabbath to the Lord your God; in it you shall
not do any work, you, or your son, or your
daughter, your manservant, or your maidservant

Or your cattle, or the sojourner who is within
your gates ., »

Ah_h_ough these four commandments dealt with
lf::gx\?}l S prCtiCC, they had significance 1n the
. tolating the firsy two was punished ~b?' Sw_r.r
"8 10 death, Op, the Sabbath day, all Jewish %
were closed. '



The Fifth Commandment was to honor one’s
father and mother. The family was very impor-
tant to the Jewish people. Exodus 21:15-17 stated
that anyone who strikes or curses “his father or
mother shall be put to death.”

The next four commandments dealt with crimi-
nal conduct. The Sixth Commandment banned
killing. It did not say “murder,” but that seems
the meaning. Jewish law eventually developed
rules on homicide, dividing it into three types.
One was a deliberate murder. Another was killing
someone in the heat of passion, what we today
call “voluntary manslaughter.” The third was an
accidental killing, today’s “involuntary man-
slaughter.”

The Torah gave the basis for treating the types of
killing differently. Exodus 21:12 stated: “Whoever
strikes a man so that he dies shall be put to
death.” But it added that if the person “did not
lie in wait for him,” God would give him “a
place to which he may flee.” These places were
known as cities of refuge. There were three of
them. A person who killed someone accidentally
or perhaps in the heat of passion could flee to
one of them. No one seeking revenge could enter
them. The person had to remain in the city of
refuge until the high priest died.

The Seventh Commandment was against adul-
tery. This was usually punished only if commit-
ted by the wife. But if the husband committed it
with a married woman, both the man and
woman were put to death.

The Eighth Commandment prohibited stealing.
Jewish law eventually made distinctions between
different types of stealing. The types had a basis
in the Torah. One type was theft. It was treated
like a private dispute. The thief had to pay back in
kind or be sold into slavery. Exodus 22:1 stated:

If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it
or sells it, he shall pay five oxen for an ox,
and four sheep for a sheep . . . . if he has
nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft.
If the stolen beast is found alive in his pos-
session . . . he shall pay double.

The 'i'en Commandments

1. 1am the Lord your God, who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage. You shall have no other gods
before me.

2. You shall not make for yourself a graven
image . . . . You shall not bow down to
them or serve them . . ..

3. You shall not take the name of the Lord
your God in vain . . . .

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Honor your father and your mother . . ..
You shall not kill.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

o ® N o W A

You shall not bear false witness against
your neighbor.

10. You shall not covet . . ..

This is abridged from Exodus 20:1-17.
Different versions alter the numbering of the
commandments.

A burglary was more serious. Exodus 22:2-4 stated:
“If a thief 1s found breaking in, and is struck so
that he dies, there shall be no bloodguilt for
him; but if the sun has risen upon him, there
shall be bloodguilt for him.” In other words, a
person was justified in killing a burglar breaking
in at night, but not in killing one during the
day. The distinction was probably that the person
at night posed more danger to the family.

The Ninth Commandment was against bearing
false witness. This 1s today known as the crime of
perjury. Exodus 23:1-2 explained: “You shall not
utter a false report. . . . nor shall you bear witness
in a suit . .. sO as to pervert justice.” A person
convicted of giving false testimony was punished
severely.
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For Discussion
1. What is the source of Jewish law?

2. Which of the Ten Commandments deal with
religious matters?

3. Which of the commandments deal with crim-
inal matters? What were the different types of
homicide and stealing in Jewish law? Do
these distinctions make sense? Explain.

4. Which commandments do not deal with
either religious or criminal matters?

5. Why do you think that most modern criminal
laws require both an act and a state of mind
(such as carelessness or intent to do the act)?

ACTIVITY

Should the Ten Commandme

t
Posted in Public-School s Be
Classrooms?

Today, some people are urging that the Ten

 Codes

ers argued that the Ten Command

The challcl;lild sacred by the.Jewish and
mcn.ts 'arﬂ cligions. They pointed out thyt
Christian T " of the commandments concery,

such as murder, adultery, apq
mandments relate to rel;.
uch as worshiping no other god,
g idolatry, not using the Lord's name
and observing the Sabbath. They

Jaw was an attempt by the state

officially favor these religious

in vain1
argued that the
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beliefs.

Supporters of the law argued that the stated pur-

pose of the law was not religious. 'ghcy p}?intcd
out that our system of laws is l_Jase on these
commandments and that it is important for stu-
dents to learn about them. They argued that the
law neither advances nor curbs any religion or
religious group.

In this activity, students role play the Supreme
Court in deciding whether a law 1s constitutional
that mandates the display of the Ten Command-
ments in every public-school classroom.

Instructions for Activity
Each group should:

I Review the article, the Tep Com
and the First Amendment.

2. Examine the 5
law,

mandments,

Trguments for and against the

er the law ;
1s chstit -
utio
Pr€pare to report nal.
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u.nammous, there
dxssenting report.)
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